Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 298008 

66 

ORIGIN ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 INR-07 

NSAE-00 /044 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/APU:JMSMITH:MMG 
APPROVED BY ARA/APU:JMSMITH, JR. 

091721 

R 181651Z DEC 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 298008 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, UY, US 

SUBJECT: MEETING WITH WILSON FERREIRA 

REF.: MONTEVIDEO 4335 

1. DEPARTMENT OFFICERS CATEGORICALLY DENIED FERREIRA'S 
ALLEGATIONS OF US INVOLVEMENT IN URUGUAYAN POLITICAL CRISIS 
OF LAST MAY AND ASKED HIM HOW HE GOT THAT ERRONEOUS IM- 
PRESSION. FERREIRA REPLIED THAT HE LEARNED OF EMBASSY 
INVOLVEMENT FROM "HIS OWN PEOPLE" IN THE GOU, WHOM HE 
"NATURALLY" COULD NOT IDENTIFY TO US. DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
SAID THEY WERE AWARE FROM THE EMBASSY'S REPORTING THAT 
RUMORS TO THIS EFFECT HAD BEEN CIRCULATED IN MONTEVIDEO, 
BUT REPEATED THAT THEY WERE NOT RPT NOT TRUE. 

2. DEPARTMENT OFFICERS INFORMED FERREIRA THAT USG ASSIST- 
ANCE TO URUGUAY WAS VERY MODEST INDEED. HE REPLIED THAT 
ALTHOUGH DIRECT USG ASSISTANCE MIGHT BE SMALL, THE RECENT 
GROWTH OF URUGUAY'S EXTERNAL DEBT PROVES THAT PRIVATE 
LENDERS AS WELL AS INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
ARE ENCOURAGED TO SUPPORT URUGUAY BY THE WELL-KNOWN 
FAVORABLE ATTITUDE OF THE USG TOWARD URUGUAY. IN THIS 
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SUPPORT TO VEGH VILLEGAS. DEPARTMENT OFFICERS REPLIED THAT 
THE USG WAS NOT SUPPORTING VEGH AS AN INDIVIDUAL, BUT HAD 
GIVEN ITS BLESSING TO VEGH'S ECONOMIC REFORM PLAN, WHICH 
PROMISED TO PULL URUGUAY OUT OF THE ECONOMIC STAGNATION 
FROM WHICH IT HAS BEEN SUFFERING FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS. 

3. MORE DETAILED REPORT ON THE CONVERSATION HAS BEEN 
AIR POUCHED TO YOU. KISSINGER 
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